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General marking instructions 

These notes to examiners are intended only as guidelines to assist marking. They are not offered 
as an exhaustive and fixed set of features which all answers must include. 

Answers which do not follow the approach suggested in the guiding question, but have provided 
an alternative formal or technical focus should be rewarded appropriately in line with the 
assessment criteria. 

Instructions générales pour la notation 

Ces notes ne sont que simples lignes directrices pour aider les examinateurs lors de la notation. 
Elles ne peuvent en aucun cas être considérées comme un ensemble fixe et exhaustif de 
caractéristiques que les réponses doivent présenter. 

Les réponses qui ne suivent pas l’approche suggérée dans la question d’orientation, mais qui 
ont adopté un autre angle technique ou formel doivent être récompensées de manière 
appropriée, conformément aux critères d’évaluation. 

Instrucciones generales para la corrección 

El objetivo de estas notas para los examinadores es servir de directrices a fin de ayudar en la 
corrección. No deben considerarse un conjunto fijo y exhaustivo de características que deban 
estar presentes en todas las respuestas. 

Las respuestas que no sigan el enfoque recomendado en la pregunta de orientación, pero 
posean un enfoque alternativo, de carácter formal o técnico, también deberán ser valoradas 
de acuerdo con los criterios de evaluación. 
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1. 

Literary form 

Poetry 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 

• the significance of the title (the implication of transitioning; the use of first person)

• the use of first person/poetic voice to create an identity (e.g. ‘I clutched my suitcase’; ‘I did not
know’)

• the use of sensory imagery (e.g. ‘the sour tang of home’; ‘the zest of sweet citrus fizzing’)

• the possible ambiguity of the ‘daffodil yellow’ sky and the ‘smell’ of the ‘iron rust’

• presentation of the ambivalent perception/threat (e.g. ‘secret whispers’; ‘sly gestures’)

• the use of personification (e.g. ‘fearful, forgotten paint)

• the description of physical differences (e.g. ‘grey, gravel roads’; ‘red brick houses’; ‘endless
rows’)

• how the structure of the poem creates a sense of ‘before’ and ‘now’ (e.g. the contrasts
between ‘the zest of sweet citrus’ and ‘grey, gravel roads’)

• the use of tenses (e.g. ‘I did not know’; ‘I know now’ to emphasise transition and the before
and after)

• the effects of syntax and punctuation (e.g. the use of enjambment in stanzas 1 and 2
contrasted with stanza 3)

• the sense of hope implied by the final stanza (‘I know now...embrace me in ways I did not
know’)

• the progressive emotional and physical experience of the transition between home and ‘here’

• the possible amibivalence embedded in the familiarity of the place at the end of the poem.
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2. 

Literary form 

Prose Non-Fiction 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 

• natural images to show the enormity and hostility of the environment (e.g. ‘Rain lashes the 
windows’; ‘torrents rush past the rocky shore’) 

• images of gradual decay (e.g. ‘The air grows thick with decay’; ‘a patina of grey green’; ‘’the
soft furnishings rotting away’)

• images of abandonment/desolation (e.g. ‘dust settles unseen’; ‘the stopped clock on the
mantelpiece’)

• depictions of every-day life (e.g. ’The coal in the scuttle’; ‘a jar of marmalade’

• references to time (e.g. ‘Just over a decade’; ‘By the time’)

• the significance of repetition/parallel structure (e.g. ‘The sun sets and rises, sets and rises’;
‘Days pass. Weeks pass. Months. Years’)

• the significance of the structure (e.g. ‘Later’; ‘Just over a decade’; ‘more than three decades
later’)

• the contrast between the gradual decay and the ongoing cycle of life (e.g. ‘Constellations
whirl overhead.’; ‘The cattle live, give birth, and die.’)

• how the inevitability of nature is shown (e.g. ‘constellations whirl’; ‘the damp sets in’).




